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KALGOORLIE CONSOLIDATED GOLD MINES (KCGM) — MINING OPERATIONS 

3251. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

I refer the Mt Charlotte ROB (Reward Ore Body)and NOB (Northern Ore body) crown pillars in the vicinity of 
the Mt Charlotte/Cassidy mining operations owned by Barrick Gold and Newmont Mining managed by KCGM, 
and the Trans Australian railway line located in the vicinity of the Mystery and Union Club Open Pits, and 
ask — 

(1) Can the Minister state whether the above referred to crown pillars below the ROB and NOB proposed 
open pits have been mined by KCGM? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1), on what specific dates did this occur? 

(4) Within the last two years, have any staff from the Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) had any 
discussions with KCGM, Barrick or Newmont mining employees or consultants concerning the 
relocation and removal of the Trans Australian railway line in the area of the Mt Percy Mystery and 
Union club open pits, to facilitate the mining of the Lucknow, Pharlap, Westralia lode gold 
mineralization/resources in the area? 

(5) If yes to (4), on what specific dates did this occur, and what was the specific nature of those 
discussions? 

(6) Does the DMP support the removal and relocation of the Trans Australian railway line, to facilitate 
mining taking place in the area which will significantly extend the life of the KCGM open pit 
operations on the Golden Mile? 

(7) If yes to (6), why?  

(8) If no to (6), why not? 

(9) Will the Minister insist and advocate to the Minister for Lands that the Sutherland Street gravel road 
which is not gazetted and dedicated, be immediately closed to facilitate drilling and mining of the 
Lucknow, Pharlap, Westralia Lode mineralisation/resources, to enable KCGM to undertake open pit 
mining in the area without the impediment of a road through the area? 

(10) If no to (9), why not? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

(1)  KCGM has provided advice that it has not mined any pillars below the proposed Reward and Northern 
Ore Body Pits. 

(2)  Not applicable, as this is a commercial matter for KCGM. 

(3)  Not applicable 

(4)  No 

(5)  Not applicable 

(6)  In principle, yes, but such a proposal would need to take account of the interests of all stakeholders. 

(7)  Removal and relocation of the Trans Australian railway line has the potential to facilitate further open 
cut gold mining in the area. 

(8)  Not applicable 

(9)  No 

(10)  The proposed dedication of Sutherland Street cannot proceed without my approval under Section 16(3) 
of the Mining Act and this will not be given because it will restrict access for exploration and mining in 
this area of known gold mineralization. The Department of Mines and Petroleum on 4 November 2010 
did not oppose the proposed closure of Sutherland Street provided KCGM’s access was not restricted. 

 


